Contents

Medicare National Correct Coding Sourcebook — Version 27.0, 1st Quarter 2021

General Correct Coding Policies..........covviiiienieniinnineenennnns 1
AL Introduction .....eeee e 1
B. Coding Based on Standards of Medical/

Surgical Practice. . ... o oo 2
C. Medical/Surgical Package . ...........cccoviiiiiiiiiii i 3
D. Evaluation and Management (E&M) Services .............coovvvvveennns 5
E. Modifiers and Modifier Indicators ..............ccooeieiiiiiiii i 5
F. Standard Preparation/Monitoring Services for Anesthesia. ................. 8
G. Anesthesia Service Included in the Surgical Procedure..................... 8
H. HCPCS/CPT Procedure Code Definition .............ccovviiiiiiiieinnn 8
I CPT Manual and CMS Coding Manual Instructions. ........................ 9
J. (PT"Separate Procedure” Definition ..............coovviviiiiiiiinnn.n. 9
K. Family of Codes. ......oveeee e 9
L. More Extensive Procedure. .........coovveeeeiiiiii i 9
M. Sequential Procedure ...........ooiiiiiii e 10
N. Laboratory Panel ............cooiiii 10
0. Misuse of Column Two Code with Column One Code

(Misuse of Code Edit Rationale) ...........cooveeeiinieiie i, 10
P. Mutually Exclusive Procedures ............ccoovieiiiiiiiiiieinnns 10
Q. Gender-SpecificProcedures ...........ccoveiiiiiiii i 10
R Add-0nCOdES . .. vt e M
S. Excluded Service. ......ooi e M
T. Unlisted Procedure Codes ..........ovvviiiiiieiiiii i M
U. Modified, Deleted, and Added Code Pairs/Edits ................covvvnnn. 1
V. Medically Unlikely Edits (MUES) ...........covrieiiiiiieienan, 1
W. Add-on Code EditTables ..........coviiiiiiiiiiii e 14

Anesthesia Services........coovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiennnes 17
AL Introduction .....eeee e e 17
B. Standard Anesthesia Coding.............coooviiiiii i 17
(. Radiologic Anesthesia Coding. ............oovvviiiiiiieeiiiiiieeaans 20
E. General Policy Statements ...............ooiiiiiiiiii 21
(CITable Information .........ccoveiiiiiiii e 22

Surgery: Integumentary System..........ccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinien. 83
AL Introduction .....eee e e 83
B. Evaluation and Management (E&M) Services ...............coeevvennns 83
CoOANESERESIA. ..o e 83
D. Incisionand Drainage ...........ovviiiiiiieiiiii e 84
E. LesionRemoval........coovviiiiiiii e 84
F. Mohs Micrographic SUrgery .........o.ovviiiei e 85
G. Intralesional Injections ............ooviiiiiiiiiii e 85
H. RepairandTissue Transfer. ..........cooveieeiiiii e 85
I Graftsand Flaps ... 85
J. Breast (Incision, Excision, Introduction, Repair and Reconstruction) ........ 86
K. Medically Unlikely Edits (MUES) ..........coevviniiii i 86
L. General Policy Statements .............c.cooeiiiiiiiiii 87
(CITable Information .........ccoveieeiiiii e 88

Surgery: Musculoskeletal System .........cccoovvviiiiiiiiiiiinnee 151
A Introduction ... 151
B. Evaluation and Management (E&M) Services .................cevneenn. 151
D BIOPSY et 152
. ArthroSCopy. . ..o v 152
F. Spine (Vertebral Column) ..o 152
G. Fractures, Dislocations and Casting/Splinting/Strapping ................. 154
H. Medically Unlikely Edits (MUES)..........coevviiiiii it 155
. General Policy Statements ..............cooiiiiiiiii 156
(ClTable Information ...........ooeiiiieii i 158

Surgery: Respiratory, Cardiovascular, Hemic and Lymphatic Systems. . . 435
A Introduction ..o 435
B. Evaluation and Management (E&M) Services .................evnvenn. 435
C. Respiratory SYStem ........uueeeeeii e 435
D. Cardiovascular System............ooeiiiiiiii 438
E. Hemicand Lymphatic Systems.............ccoviiiiiiiiiiiia .. 441
F. Mediastinum. ... 442
G. Medically Unlikely Edits (MUES) ..........ooieveiiiei et 442
H. General Policy Statements ..o 442
(CITable Information ...........ooeiiiieii e 444

Surgery: Digestive System ........ocvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiian. 621
A Introduction ... 621
B. Evaluation and Management (E&M) Services ...............ccoevneeen. 621
C. EndoSCOPICSOIVICES ...ttt e et 621
D. Esophageal Procedures ...........coovviieiiiiiiiii e 623
E. Abdominal Procedures. ............ooeiiiiiii 623
Fo LAPArOSCOPY - . vvveeeet et e e 624
G. Medically Unlikely Edits (MUES) ..........ooieeeiiieie et 624
H. General Policy Statements ..o 624
(CITable Information ...........ooeiiiiieii e 627

Surgery: Urinary, Male/Female Genital Systems, Maternity

Care &Delivery.....oovvviiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiirniienneiniernnsnns m
A Introduction ... 771
B. Evaluation and Management (E&M) Services ...............cccevnveen. 71
CoUrinary System .. ... e Al
D. Male Genital System ..........c.ooiiieii i 773
E. Female Genital System ...........oooeiiiiiiii 773
Fo LAPArOSCOPY - . vvveeeettt ettt e 774
G. Maternity Careand Delivery ............cooiiiiiiiiiii it 775
H. Medically Unlikely Edits (MUES)..........ccooviiiieiii e 775
. General Policy Statements ..............cooiiiiiiii 775
(CITable Information ...........ooeiiiieii e 777

Surgery: Endocrine, Nervous, Eye and Ocular Adnexa,

Auditory Systems. .....oovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i e 899
A Introduction ... e 899
B. Evaluation and Management (E&M) Services ...............cceevnneen. 899
€. Nervous SYSTeM ... ettt 899
D. Ophthalmology ..........cooieiiii 902

© 2021 DecisionHealth

CPT © 2020 American Medical Association. All Rights Reserved. iii



Contents Medicare National Correct Coding Sourcebook — Version 27.0, 1st Quarter 2021
E. Auditory System. ..o 904 | Supplemental Services: HCPCS Level Il Codes ........vvvvevnennnnns 1227
F. Operating MiCroSCope ... .vveeeit et 904 AL Introduction .. ..eeee e 1227
G. LAPAMOSCOPY v veveeeee ettt e et e e e 904 B. Evaluation and Management (E&M) Services ............coovvveennnnn 1227
H. Medically Unlikely Edits (MUES).........oovviiiiiieeiiiie e 905 C. NCCI Procedure-to-Procedure (PTP) Edit Specific Issues ................. 1227
. General Policy Statements ............c.covviiiiiiiiiiiii 906 D. Medically Unlikely Edits (MUES) ..........ooviiiiiieeiiiiieeannn 1230
(ClTable Information ..........coovviiiiiiiii e 907 E. General Policy Statements ............ccoviiiiiiiiiiiii 1231

RAGIOIOGY SEIVICES .o vvveeeeeerneeeeneereneenneeenneeennnees 1055 (CITable Information ...........oovveiiiiiii e, 1233
A Introduction ... 1055 | Category 1 Codes .....cuvvuerneenrnnrneesensnnsnernesnsnnsnns 1251
B. Evaluation and Management (E&M) Services ............coovvveennnnn 1055 A, Introduction ... e 1251
C. Non-interventional Diagnosticlmaging...............ccovvivnne.... 1056 B. Evaluation and Management (E&M) Services ............coovvveennnnn 1251
D. Interventional/Invasive DiagnosticImaging. .......................... 1057 C. NCCI Procedure-to-Procedure (PTP) Edit Specific Issues ................. 1252
E. NuclearMedicine .......coovvneiiiieii e 1058 D. Medically Unlikely Edits (MUES) ..........ooviiiiiieeiiiiieeennn 1252
F. Radiation Oncology .........ovvviiiniie i 1059 E. General Policy Statements .............ccoviiiiiii i 1252
G. Medically Unlikely Edits (MUES) . .....ovvveeeeiiii i 1061 CCITable Information «......eeeeee e 1253
H. General Policy Statements ............ccoviiiiiii i 1061
(CITable Information ...........cooveeiieiii e 1063

Pathology and Laboratory Services ..........covvvviiiiiiiiinnnns 1085
A Introduction ..o 1085
B. Evaluation and Management (E&M) Services ............coovvveennnn 1085
C. Organ or Disease Oriented Panels .............c.coovvvveeiiiinnnnnnn. 1086
D. Evocative/Suppression Testing ...........oceevviiiniiieiiiennnne., 1086
E. DrugTesting . ...vveeeinee et 1086
F. MolecularPathology ..........coovuiiiiieiiiii e 1087
G ChemISEIY oo e 1087
H. Hematology and Coagulation..............oooivvieeiiiiiieennnnn 1088
LoImmunology .....oovvnniieie e 1088
J. Transfusion Medicine............ooooiiiiiiii 1088
K. Microbiology. . ....ooevnnieee e 1088
L. Anatomic Pathology (Cytopathology and Surgical Pathology). ........... 1089
M. Medically Unlikely Edits (MUES) ..........covviniiiieeiiiieeann 1091
N. General Policy Statements .............ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 1093
(CITable Information ..........cooveeeiiiiii e 1094

Medicine and Evaluation and Management Services................ 1151
A Introduction ..o 1151
B. Therapeutic or Diagnostic Infusions/Injections and Immunizations.. ... ... 1151
C. PSYchiatric SEIVICES .ottt et e e iieee e 1152
D. Biofeedback ...........eiitiii 1153
B DHalysiS. .ot 1153
F. Gastroenterology ........vvveeeei e 1154
G. Ophthalmology .......covieiiiei i 1154
H. Otorhinolaryngologic Services ...........oovviiviieeiiiiiiieeennnns 1154
. Cardiovascular Services ..........oooveerieiii i 1155
J. Pulmonary Services . ......oovuiieee e 1158
K. Allergy Testing and Immunotherapy .............ccoovviiiiiieiinnn 1159
L. Neurology and Neuromuscular Procedures. .............ooovvveeennnnn 1159
M. Central Nervous System Assessments/Tests .............covvevevnnne.. 1159
N. Chemotherapy Administration..............oovieeiiiiiiiinennnnn 1160
0. Special Dermatological Procedures ............ooovvvvveeiiinnnnn... 1160
P. Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation ..................ooooeeeiinn 1161
Q. Medical Nutrition Therapy. . ........ovveveinniiiiiieeeieans 1161
R. Osteopathic Manipulative Treatment. ............ccovviiiiiieennnn 1162
S. Chiropractic Manipulative Treatment. ..ot 1162
T. Miscellaneous Services ............covieiiiiiiiii e 1162
U. Evaluation and Management (E&M) Services ............coovvveennnn 1162
V. Medically Unlikely Edits (MUES) . ........c.vveeeiiiii e 1164
W. General Policy Statements ............coovveiiiiiiieeiiiiienn, 1166
(CITable Information ...........c.ovueiieiiiii e 1167

iv CPT © 2020 American Medical Association. All Rights Reserved. © 2021 DecisionHealth



